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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in 
this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 4, 5. 7, 8, 10, 11. 13, 14, 17-19, 20. 22, 25, 26, and 28 
are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Hudson, U. S. 
Patent 4,993,177. 

3. With respect to claim 1, 4, 11, 13, 16, 17, Hudson teaches a card 
holder system a card holder (frame 12) designed and dimensioned to 
selectively retain a card (picture 16), a retention member (chain 43 or 
adhesive strip 39) adapted for retaining the card holder 12 to a support, 
and an adapter member (hook and loop fastener 41 ) designed and 
dimensioned to be coupled with the card holder 12. The adapter member 
41 allows the card holder 12 to be selectively positioned in a first orientation 
(portrait position, vertical) and second orientation (landscape portion, 
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horizontal), wherein the second orientation ninety degrees with respect to. 
the first orientation. 

4. With respect to claim 2, the retention member (chain 43 or adhesive 
strip 39) is adapted to be secured to the sidewall of a cage. 

5. With respect to claims 4 and 19, Hudson teaches guide slot 24 along 
the sidewall 20 of the holder 12, guide slot 23 along the top wall 17 of the 
holder, and guide slot 25 along the bottom wall. 

6. With respect to claim 5 and 20, Hudson teaches the adapter member 
41 allows the cardholder 12 to be selectively positioned in a first orientation 
(portrait position, vertical) and second orientation (landscape portion, 
horizontal). 

7. With respect to claim 7, Hudson teaches the retention member 
(adhesive strip 39) having an abutment wall (the contact surface between 
the strip and the frame) which facilitates the retention of the holder on the 
retention member. 

8. With respect to claims 8 and 22, Hudson teaches, the holder or frame 
12 is molded of a suitable thermo-setting plastic material. 

9. With respect to claim 10 and 25, the retention member is an adhesive 
strip adhered to both the holder and the support surface. 
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10. With respect to claims 11, 14, 26, the retention member (adhesive 
strip 39) is integrally connected to the sidewall of holder and the sidewall of 
the support when attached. 

1 1 . With respect to claims 16 and 28, since the cage is not positively 
claimed in combination with the holder, the holder taught by Hudson 
anticipates the claim. 

12. With respect to claim 17, since neither the retention member nor the 
cage is positively claimed in combination with the cardholder, Hudson 
anticipates the claim. 

13. With respect to claim 18, Hudson teaches a recessed portion on the 
back of the holder to receive and remove the card. See figure 1. 

1. Claims 1, 2, 5, 8, 9, 11, 14, 16, 17 20, 22, 23, 26, 28 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Gabbert, U. S. Patent 
6,073.378. 

2. Regarding claims 1 , 4, Gabbert teaches a sign cover adapted to 
attached to a cage comprising a transparent card holder 16, a retention 
member 19 adapted to retain the card holder 16 to the cage and a adapter 
member 19 designed and dimension to be coupled with the card holder 
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such that the holder may be selective positioned in a first or second 
orientation. 




The left tie (adapter) corresponds to the adapter member and the right tie 
corresponds to the retention member. The cardholder 16 can be mounted 
either vertical or horizontal (see figures 9and 13). 

14. With respect to claims 2 and 5, the retention member 19 can be 
attached to a cage. 

15. With respect to claims 8, 9, 22, and 23, the cardholder taught by 
Gabbert is made of clear (transparent) or colored transparent (translucent) 
plastic. 

16. With respect to claims 1 1, 14, 26, the retention member (tie 19) is 
integrally connected to the sidewall of the support when attached. 
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17. With respect to claims 16 and 28, since the cage is not positively 
claimed in combination with the holder, the holder taught by Hudson 
anticipates the claim. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

18. Claims 3, 6, 15, 21 , and 27 objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

19. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1,4, 13, 16, and 17 
have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of 
rejection. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Cassandra Davis whose telephone 
number is 571-272-6642. The examiner can normally be reached on 
Monday-Friday 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Lesley Morris can be reached on 571-272-6651. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained 
from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either Private 
PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is 
available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 
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Primary Examiner 
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